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TROT, PACE and GALLOP 



Horses have three ways of running when they are going full speed— they 
trot, pace or gallop. Most animals use one of these gaits quite naturally. If 
a horse paces naturally, he will seldom resort to a gallop when he pushes 
himself to top speed. If a horse gallops naturally, it is hard to hold him 
do\yn to trotting or pacing. There are other gaits, but these are taught by 
trainers to specially schooled mounts. 

TROT In a trot, a horse uses feet of opposite sides together. When his 
right front and left rear feet are still on the ground, his right rear and left 
front feet are just rising to a new stride. In other words, he alternates be- 
tween right and left and also between front and rear with each forward step. 

PACE A pacer throws one whole side forward at once. Both his right feet 
come forward together or both his left feet move at once. He never uses 
feet of opposite sides together. A horse that paces naturally is a rather rare 
tiling. Most of them have to be trained to do it. The gait is very comfortable 
in a saddle horse because the seat remains very steady and comfortable no 
matter how fast the pace becomes. 

GALLOP The gallop is die hardest gait lo understand. Actually, what seems 
to happen is that the horse throws himself forward by bunching up his hind- 
quarters and catapulting ahead with the whule power of his rear legs. Just 
as he moves forward, all his weight is supported by a single rear foot that 
digs into the ground and transmits the whole power of his body to the 
earth. At the end of the stride, his weight is received by one front foot 
which is used as a sort of pivot post over which he moves. An instant later, 
die other front foot touches the ground. It's a very difficult motion to explain, 
but you can be sure your horse is in a gallop when you sense that he seems 
to land on only one foot after each of his strides. 
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DISTRESSED, CHAMP WATCHES RICKY TILL 
HE'S OUT OF SIGHT... 






ST I'M BOUNO TO— - 
1 WITH CHAMP AN" 
.^sREBEL HELPING^, 
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/ QUICK, REBEL! ^ 
\8RIMG ME THEGUNf A 
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blast trr i'll have to ^ 

STAY HERE AND TAKE MY 
CHANCES' THERE'S NO 
PLACE TO GO! 




BOUGH THE Wi*J&... : 

. /* SHOT? FROM THE \ 
( OTHEfi SIDE OF / _^-* 
V THAT HILL? J^^ -.V-J^SL.* 


^r^K 


|^% 


mSmtt 




B»i»*K* ."^d^|i'. 







QUIT GAWKING AS 
IF I HAP TWO 
HEADS AN' DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THESE APESf 



OKAY, YOU 
KIDNAPPING 

POLECAT* DROP 

TO THE GROUND 

FASTf 
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If SURE 
\ JUST 


THEY'RE FALLING 
LIKE BABIES.' GOSH 
COULD KEEP 'EM r 


ASLEEP— y 
' I WISH / 
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DOCTOR STRONG'S GOING TO 
BE MIGHTY GRATEFUL TO YOU, 
RICKY! SURE YOU'LL GET 
THOSE CRITTERS BACK 
.TO THE RANCH ALLRIGHT^ 
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BUT I CAN'T COMPLAINT I'M A 
MIGHTY LUCKY BOYf I HAVE 
THE TWO BEST FRIENDS 

THERE EVER WERE, 

REBEL AND CHAMP* 




THIS HOMBRE MUSTA SPENT 
ALL HIS DOUGH IN TOWN.HAM 
HE'S ONLY GOT A COUPLA 
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/ HAM r HE'S GOIN* ") 
Ik^FOR HIS GUNr^/^ 
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-<</' WHY--THAT LOOKS LIKE UNCLE SMOKY'S ") 


>k^ JEEP? 


VOVE, CHAMP? . _,„ n ^ 
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/ BANDITSr.,.ONE GOT 
\ ME IN. ..THE SHOULDER* 
\l DON'T THINK IT'S 
^j^T^\T d& 8EM0W! 




THANK HEAVEN FOR THAT? HEHET LET 
ME HELP YOU INTO THE JEEP! 

DRIVE YOU TO TOWN TO DOCTOR 

HURD 
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CHAMP! YOU AND A 
REBEL HEAD -FOR H 
THE FLYING-A? J 
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AFTER RICKY REPORTS TO THE SHERIFF. 



I'LL GET A 
POSSE OUT 
AFTER THAT 
PAIR, PRONTO 1 



MEAN WH ILE , A FEW MILES AWAY . 




' COULD BE.RICKYTTHE ^ 

POSSE'S GOING OUT 

AGAIN AT DAWN! WE'LL 

GET THOSE BIRDS*™ 

AND SOON* 




THEN WET IT! AND IN TWO A 
SHAKES YOU WON'T EVEN I 

KNOW YOUR LEG SOT HURTf/ 




I ONLY WENT THROUGH ^ 
THE MOTIONS OF TYING UP i 
CHAMP SO IF -j 
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